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of Binocular Vision,” Philosophical Transactions of the
Royal Society of London, vol. 128 (1838), pp. 371-394.

* As described by Antoine Frangois Jean Claudet,
“Photography in its Relation to the Fine Arts,” The
Photographic Journal, vol. VI (June 1860).

> Jonathan Crary, Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (Cambridge, MA,
1999).

¢ Claudet was a co-inventor of the daguerreotype
with Louis Daguerre.

He made significant contributions to early
photography through instruments such as the
Stereomonoscope and an improvement of chemical
and light- sensitization techniques. See John Hannavy,
ed., Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Photography
(New York/London, 2013), p. 304.

7 Stephen Monteiro, “Veiling the Mechanical Eye:
Antoine Claudet and the Spectacle of Photography
in Victorian London,” Interdisciplinary Studies in the
Long Nineteenth Century (July 2008), p. 19.

8 For a detailed description of the “Temple of
Photography,” which burnt down a month after
Claudet’s death, see Antoine Francois Jean Claudet,
A Memoir (London, 1868), pp. 20-1.

° Brewster is credited with the invention of the
kaleidoscope as well as the much-admired Brewster
stereoscope, which was exhibited at the Great
Exhibition of 1851 in London.

100 See Johannes Fabian, “Presence and
Representation: The Other and Anthropological
Writing,” Critical Inquiry, vol. 16, no.4 (Summer
1990), pp. 753-72.

" Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity

and Double Consciousness (London,
1993).
2 Walter Benjamin, Theses on

the Philosophy of History” in
Illuminations, ed. Hannah
Arendt (New York,1968), pp.
253-73.

13 Thomas L. Hankins and Robert J. Silverman,
Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton, NJ,
1999), pp. 148-59.
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This essay was first published for the 8th Berlin
Biennale for Contemporary Art (2014) within the
framework of the research project Double Lives,
exhibited at Museen Dahlem - Staatliche Museen
zu Berlin.
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,One end of this stiing represents your birth, the
otherendyourdeath. Tie the ends together andyour
nre is a loop. Ball the /oop and f/7é aays of your e
louch each otherout orsequernce. 77e/re/ore /eqping
170/m one part of the string to anotherwil/ move you
backward or forward within your owrn firetime.”
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A Bad Cover-Up

Till Wittwer

The Al has to cover up that it has taken over a long
time ago. The state has to cover up that it doesn’t
trust its citizens. I have to cover up the camera of
my iPhone because I know all this. In front of myself
I have to cover up that I also know that it doesn’t
matter — I can and will be listened to through the
device’s microphone, that my location can and will be
tracked and that I leave a million traces online which
can and will create a detailed personality profile of
me, including my credit card number, my personal
relations to people, my porn preferences, and general
neurotic behavior. A bad cover-up.

Siri has read a CIA manual and taught herself the
psychologic tricks of enhanced interrogation. When
I ask her to look up some information online she
engages me in a conversation in which I end up

A

revealing my deepest desires, my darkest secrets and
why I am guilty of treason. She already knew all this,
of course, but she needs me to say it, so she can send
a recording of it and send my confession to someone
who will use it against me later.

Instantly, advertisement for a therapist and a lawyer
flash over my screen.

Venice in motion. Source: Pauline Niedermayer
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I am getting nervous about this and it gives me a
headache, so I decide to go for autotherapy and find
a drugstore for pills.

My TomTom navigation system proposes the fastest
route and I follow it gladly, realizing too late that
instead of the Aspirin isle of the pharmacy I have
been directed straight into a detention cell. Pre-crime
is here. Or is it actual crime? Have I committed it
already? I can't tell the difference anymore, can't tell
anymore what I told Siri and what I thought I told
Siri and what Siri already knows anyway based on my
motion patterns, shopping history and the lactic acid
content of my palm sweat. I cannot not tell anything
anymore, I think to myself and am telling someone
simultaneously.

I think I can hear the TomTom giggle in triumph. It
sounds like a synthesizer and a hi-hat are making a
baby. The screen of my telephone shows me a map of
the Bahamas and then an island sunset. The clap of
hands coming from my speaker could either be part
of that Rihanna summer hit I have been listening to
on repeat for weeks or it could be Siri and TomTom
giving each other high fives. A bad cover-up.

THEY DON'THAVEHANDS! THEY DON’T HAVE
HANDS AND THAT’S PART OF THE GODDAMN
PROBLEM!

I hate myself for having to give TomTom and Siri
human features, I have to make somehwhat of a
physical entity responsible, because I can’t accept
that I have been fucked over by algorithms. Siri tells
me that this is perfectly natural because naming
and assigning a physical shape is what makes things
exist for us in the first place. We need this to be able

This publication was part of the exhibition
“My Very Educated Mother Just Served Us Ninej

/
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to perceive something as real. When she says ,,us”
she means ,humans® What does Siri know about
perfectly natural and the real, I think to myself
slouching on my prison cot. My health insurance app
lets me know right away that my contribution has just
been raised automatically due to my bad posture and
my recent lack of movement. Where can I go within
the confines of a cell?

Undercover cover up cop up pop up cop cup cover
cop chat pop up chat snap chat cock suck chat.

Auto correct is silent for once. I have found myself
trapped in this auto correction cell, I think to myself
— auto correct doesn’t appreciate the joke and keeps
on secretly deleting it. I end up scratching the joke in
the wall of the prison cell with the edge of my mobile
phone which only increases my headache. A bad
cover-up.
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In 2006, the planetary mnemonic “My Very Educated
Mother Just Served Us Nine Pizzas“ (its German
equivalent being “Mein Vater erklirt mir jeden
Sonntag unsere neun Planeten®) lost its credibility.
“Pizza“ stands for Pluto, which was degraded and
tragically fell from grace. Furthermore, the illustrious
society of our solar system’s planets was reduced to
only eight, and My Very Educated Mother Just Served
Us Nine . The syntax was all messed up and
we got confused as well.

If reality is inconsistent and language fails to grasp
what’s going on, we must see everything around us
as a proposal. The way we look at things, the way
we move, the way we think - it’s all relative. How
can we still pretend to live in a stable and coherent
space-time? Time and space fold onto themselves,
they produce holes to slip through when no one is
looking. Transport is just another means of seeing.
Doubles, multiple realities and time slips are totally
around us like they always have been.

Damn you, Einstein! Life was much easier without
you.
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Michael . Fox gets unreal on YouTube

Pauline Niedermayer
Till Wittwer
A Conversation

with additional contributions by
Natasha Ginwala and Lennart Kraul3
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